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pressed the view that totally eliminating
the use of animals in testing appears
unlikely for the foreseeable future. Stokes
explained that despite some limitations of
current animal models used for testing,
they remain useful and necessary for the
protection of human health. "The degree
of relevance of information [to humans]
depends on the specific animal model
used, our understanding of the model, and
toxicity endpoint studied," he pointed out.
Balls, however, believes that animal testing
can be entirely replaced in the future.
"When I'm optimistic, I think it can be
done in 25 years. When I feel pessimistic, I
think in terms of 50 years."

Although a specific deadline for replac-
ing animal models was not an outcome of
the meeting, George Lucier, director of the
Environmental Toxicology Program at the
NIEHS, believes the meeting was a signifi-
cant step in the right direction for several
reasons. "This meeting produced a signifi-
cant broadening of the definition of alter-
native models to include such things as
mechanistic data and mathematical mod-
els," he said. "And most importandy, all of
the stakeholders bought into the ideas put
forth for improving, especially streamlin-
ing, the approaches by
which we determine
human toxicity."

Great Lakes on
the Mend
The Great Lakes are on the
mend, according to recent
reports on the overall health of
the world's largest body of fresh
water. Yet persistent toxic com-
pounds continue to be dumped into the
lakes, and PCBs, DDT, and other chemi-
cals can stil be detected in lake sediments
and fish, causing potential health problems
for people who eat the fish. New health
studies indicate that pollution of the Great
Lakes could be contributing to subtle
health concerns in the region induding a
reduction in human sperm counts, higher
rates of breast cancer, low birth-weight
babies, and learning disabilities in children.

The U.S. EPA and Environment
Canada concluded that water quality and
human health are improving in the Great
Lakes region, but the results are mixed.
The agencies presented these findings in
the State ofthe Great Lakes 1995, a bienni-
al report released in September.

"I think it's safe to say this: there's no
doubt that contaminants are declining,"
says Harold Humphrey, veteran research
scientist for the Michigan Department of
Public Health. "Things are a bit berter. But

the question remains, what is going to hap-
pen with all of these subde health effects?
No one can answer that question yet."

The Great Lakes have been a receptacle
for a wide variety of pollutants for decades,
induding DDT, PCBs, pesticides, dioxin,
and more. It is a heavily industrialized
region: about one-fifth ofAmerican indus-
try and one-half of Canadian industry are
located along the Great Lakes or tributary
streams. Forty-two shoreline areas in the
Great Lakes, such as Indiana Harbor,
Milwaukee Harbor, and Green Bay
Harbor, have been designated as "areas of
concern"-the most degraded sites in the
basin-by the EPA and Environment
Canada. Thirty-five of the areas of concern
have public advisories against fish con-
sumption.

In view of the number of people con-
suming fish and the potential human
health impacts, the International Joint
Commission (IJC) Great Lakes Water
Quality Board called for a zero discharge of
persistent toxicants into the Great Lakes in
its seventh biennial report titled 1993-
-1995 Priorities and Progress Under the
Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement.
"Society must adopt a clear. and compre-

hensive action plan to vir-
tually eliminate persistent
toxic substances that are
threatening human health
and the future of the Great
Lakes ecosystem," the
report said. That goal has
yet to be achieved.
On the bright side, re-

_IW search detailed in the Siate of the
Great Lakes 1995 shows that levels of

DDT in women's breast milk (from
women living in a number of Canadian
cities in the Great Lakes area) have dedined
87% from more than 150 parts per million
in 1967 to 20 ppm in 1986. The levels of
PCBs in women's breast milk also has
declined. Results of a Lake Michigan study
conducted by the Wisconsin Department
of Natural Resources show the amount of
PCBs in lake trout and salmon has
decreased by 80%.

In its report, the IJC advocates pollu-
tion prevention as an immediate step that
industry can take to help reduce persistent
toxicants in the Great Lakes. The water
quality board recommended that bina-
tional initiatives be adopted to build on
those gains, including new benchmarks,
management guidelines, and increased
monitoring.

John Westendorf, manager of water
quality and corporate environmental affairs
for Occidental Chemical Corporation in
Niagara Falls, New York, said his compa-

ny's Niagara Falls plant has reduced its air,
water, and hazardous waste discharges by
73% in the past five years.

"Industry is committed to doing a bet-
ter job as long as we're given some flexibili-
ty," Westendorf says.

But Occidental opposes a zero-dis-
charge standard, Westendorf says. At mini-
mum, chemicals are needed to control exot-
ic species such as the sea lamprey and zebra
mussel, he says. Sea lampreys prey on lake
trout and other game fish, and zebra mus-
sels clog water-intake pipes for utilities and
industries. Both exotic species have prolifer-
ated in the Great Lakes by the millions.

Burkhard Mausberg, executive director
of Great Lakes United in Buffalo, New
York, says his organization supports zero
discharge and ecosystem management to
improve the Great Lakes. But he sees few
advances toward those goals in the politi-
cally charged policy arena.

Mausberg notes that the U.S. Congress
has pondered deep cuts in renewing the
Clean Water Act and EPA enforcement.
"What we're finding is the environmental
programs that are most progressive are
being cut. We don't need that right now,"
he says.

The Great Lakes Initiative, launched
by former President Bush and carried on
by President Clinton, envisions uniform
pollution-discharge standards for all the
Great Lakes states. It has been opposed by
most states thus far for economic reasons,
officials say.

While politics muddies the waters for
now, the IJC's Great Lakes Science
Advisory Board has called for more
research into the impacts of chemicals on
the reproductive, developmental, and
immune systems in animals and humans.
New research indicates that the discharge
of PCBs, pesticide residues, and dioxin
into the Great Lakes could be causing hor-
monal changes in some fish, birds, and
mammals.

The research is preliminary, according
to Theo Colborn of the World Wildlife
Fund, who is authoring a book on envi-
ronmental estrogens. But the effects on fish
could also materialize in humans, she says.
According to Humphrey, it's too early to
tell how substantial the risk is for humans.
"The concern among public health profes-
sionals is that we don't cry wolf too much
so people believe us when the real wolf
comes along," he says.

East Meets West for Improved
Antimalarials
Malaria is one of the world's greatest pub-
lic health problems, striking 200-300 mi-
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